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Two artists whose vital im- 
pact on the cultural life of 
Carmel began in the second 
decade of this century and 
has never lessened are George 
and Catherine Seideneck. 
Both were actively identified 
with the formation of the 
Carmel Art Assn. and worked 
tirelessly on the establish- 
ment of the original gallery. 


Today George Seideneck is 
contributing with equal en- 
ergy to the program of re- 
modeling and enlarging the 
Dolores street exhibition 
rooms. 


Both are accomplished 
painters, working in distinct- 
ly individual styles and me- 
dia. Portraiture in oils and 
as a highly skilled lensman 
is George’s forte; Catherine, 
skilled in crafts, is also es- 
pecially known for her ex- 
quisite landscapes in oil 
washes. In the building of 
distinctive homes in this area, 
including their own gracious 
Carmel Valley dwelling where 
the eye meets only beauty 
and harmony, the gifts of 
the two artists complement 
each other. 


Art Backgrounds 


As Catherine Comstock, 
Mrs. SeideneckK was born in 
Evanston, Ill, and received 
her first training at the El- 
bert Hubbard Roycroft Shops 
in East Aurora. When she 
and her family came to Cali- 
fornia, she and her brother, 
the late Hugh Comstock, or- 
ganized the Companeros, a 
craft guild in Santa Rosa. 


Her work was exhibited 
widely, winning awards 
wherever shown. 


During several summers 
she came to Carmel to teach 
jewelry and leather sculp- 
ture in the early Arts and 
Crafts Society. Here she met 
and married George Seiden- 
eck in 1920. 


A native of Chicago, Seid- 
eneck received his early 
training at the Smith Art 
Academy there, at the Chi- 
cago Art Institute and the 
Palette and Chisel Club, 
while working as a fashion 
artist for men and poys 
clothing. In 1911 he went to 
Europe for further study and 
painting, maintaining a stu- 
dio for eight.months in=St: 
Ives before working at the 
Walter Thor school and la- 
ter at the Royal Academy 
in Munich and making 
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SELF PORTRAIT—This self portrait was made with 
camera by George Seideneck at the time he took the ac- 
companying photo of his wife. 


PAINTER-CRAFTSMAN—Catherine Seideneck, the former 
Catherine Comstock, is pictured in a camera study by her 
husband, George Seideneck, at the time of their marriage 
in Carmel in 1920. 
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(George Seideneck photo)’ 
HIGHEST AWARD—“The Fisherman,” oil painting by ‘CLOUD AT EVENING’ — 
George Seideneck, was awarded the first prize in the family became Montere 
1949 Annual Exhibition of the Society of Western Artists. lection belonging to the 


Oil painting by Gottardo F. P. Piazzoni, Swiss-born anitae 


is included in the deHaven col- 


plans disrupted,-he returned 
home in December, on the 
next to the last trip of the 
Lusitania. For the next two 
years he taught at the Chi- 


sketching trips through Italy 
and Austria. 

He arrived in London on 
the day England declared war 
on Germany in July, 1914. His 


cago Fine Arts Academy and 

painted portraits. 
Seideneck came to Carmel 
in 1918 on ¿ three - months 
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sketching trip, found it ideal 
and decided to stay. Follow- 
ing their marriage, the two 
artists established a home in 
armel. then during 1924 and 


early 1927, spent their time 
painting and traveling in 
Germany and Italy. For the 
past 30 years they have lived 
in Carmel Valley. 
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PAINTER-CRAFTSMAN—Catherine Seideneck, the former 

Catherine Comstock, is pictured in a camera study by her 

husband, George Seideneck, at the time of their marriage 
~ in Carmel in 1920. 


e 
GRACIOUS VALLEY HOME—George and Catherine Seideneck are seen today in the} 
beautiful home they creat ed jointly in Carmel Valley. 
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George J. Seideneck, Early 
Carmel Artist, Dies at 87 ~ 


George J. Seideneck, 87, one pending at Mission Mortuary, 
of the earliest and most cele- 


awaiting the arrival of Henry 
brated of Carmel’s painters, Seideneck of Dallas, Tex., Mr.| 
arts craftsmen and photograph- Seideneck’s nephew and closest | 
ers, died yesterday in a local surviving relative 
convalescent hospital following Chi Tr he 
a period of failing health. FARA ug 
His wife, Catherine Comstock George Joseph Seideneck was 


Seideneck, equally well known! born in Chicago on Feb. 4, 1885, 
as a painter and crafts worker, | and received his early art train- 
died in 1967, They had no chil- 


ree ing there at the Smith Art 
Academy and Chicago Art In- 
_Funeral arrangements are stitute, which he attended at 
night while working as a fashion 
|| illustrator for boys’ and men’s 

by Gottardo F, P. Piazzoni, Swiss-born | wear. 
family became Monterey County pioneers in the 10s, is included in the | In 1911 he left for three years 
i angs in the Public | of study and painting in Europe, 


ee — zoni was a close friend of the Iate Lester Boronda. returning to Chicago to teach in 
d = the Fine Arts Academy. 
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be e sketching trip, found it idea] early 1927, sp} In ge hee he maen in 
pain 4 : bas armel on what was to have 
Seideneck came to Carmel and decided to stay. Follow- painting anc been a three-month sketching 
- in 1918 on a three - months ing their marriage, the two Germany and trip, but decided to stay, at 
= artists established a home in past 30 years t/ least partly due to the fact that 
in Carmel Val'jhe had met there another for- 
mer student at the Chicago Art 
Institute and skilled worker in 
the decorative crafts, Catherine 
Comstock, They were married 
in 1920 and then spent 2% years 
of travel and-study—in Europe, |" 
Principally Italy. 
Art Colony 


Upon their return to Carmel 
they joined an art colony which 
included such members as Ar- 
„n/min Hansen, William Ritschel, 

Paul May and Francis and 
-!Gene McComas. Mr. Seideneck, | 

who had first won recognition |. 
with his portrait painting andl; 
then Photography, began spe-|, 
Cializing in landscape painting 
and also learned many other 
crafts while building a home in 
Carmel Valley, on 34 acres he 
had purchased. 

He and his wife continued to. 
live in Carmel until 1931, help- 
ing to found the Carmel Art As- 
sociation in 1927 and to establish 
its gallery at the present loca- 
tion at Dolores near 6th. They 
then moved to the valley at 42 
Miramonte Rd., where he had 
done all the carpentry, wood- 


work and brick flooring of their 
house, 


This continued to be his home 
up to the time of his death, a 
showplace of wrought silver and 
copper, ceramics, cabinetwork, 
woodcarving, ironwork and oth- 
er craft pieces for which he and 


his wife had been _ inter- 
nationally known. 
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